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particular ¢lass of work that nothing but
extreme good fortune couid preserve
many farmers in the distriets referred to
from failure. It was extremely unwise
to push out so far, beeause it only re-
guired a very small set back and a large
number of the men concerned would be
rnined. These dry areas should not have
bheen ent up for any purpose other than
grazing, and no areas of less than 5,000
acres should have been granted. The
great majority of these small areas av-
eraged little more than 1,000 acres, which.
even with contibued good seasons and
other advantages, was not sufficient for
the suecess of the men on them. He did
not desire to do anything to disesurage
the men in these districts, but he thought
a panse should be made and we should
absolutely prove that the average man
was able to make a suecess in that country
before we encouraged others to settle
upon it. In connection with the Forestry
Department, e nnderstood the Minister
had issued insiructions thai bhefore anvy
areas now being applied for in the Dar-
Iing Ranges close lo Terth were granted
for orchard purposes an inspection was
to be made by an officer of the Forestry
Department with a view of seeing if there
was any marketable timber on the blocks,
in which case the applieations were not {o
be granted. In the areas in ithe Darling
Ranges close to railway lines marketable
timber had been cul out long azo, and
although there might he some younyg stuff
growing up, he considered the Minisier
would be wrong in refusing applications
for orchard bleeks. -At any rate a forest
per acre eould not compare with an or-
chard as a eommercial proposition, be-
cause once an orchard was brought into
bearing the value of the annual product
was not less than £30 per acre. He did
not kmow where a forest could be found
in the State which would give anything
like a similar return. If it was a gues-
tion between orchard and forest from an
economic point of view, the orchard must
have first consideration. Still, as we
possessed a large area of forest eountry
which swas wmot, perhaps, partieularly
suited to orchard purposes, it would be
wise to reserve that area from settlement;
but so far as these suburban hlocks in the
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hills were eonverned, it was unfertunate
that any aetion of the Minister should be
allowed to disconrage people from select-
iny ihem for orchard purposes. He
undersiood 1t was the intention of the
Minister to deal with matters coming
more particujarly under the head of agri-
culture when that division was reached;
consequently certain remarks he had to
make under that heading would be re-
served. In econclusion he wished to im-
press upon the Minister and the Govern-
ment responsible for the settlement of
these lrv areas, that they should be
muided by the advice of their expert offi-
vers and see {hat nothing was done calen-
lated to leud to a disaster through the
settling of country unsuitable for settle-
ment from the point of view of rainfall.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.50 pm.

Legislative Counrcll,
Wednesday, 14th December, 1910.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair ai
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Freman-
tle Harbour Trust— Amendment to Regu-
lation 118. 2, Plans of the following pro-
posed railways : — (a) Wagin-Dumble-
yung Fxtension; {b) Wongan Hills-Mnl-
lewa; (c¢) Bridgetown-Wilgarrup Exten-
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sion; (d) Neraling-Yuna Area; (e) Quair-
ading-Nunajin ; (f) Dwellingup-Hoth-
am ; (g} Northampton - Ajana; (h)
‘Wickepin-Merredin.

QUESTION — ROADS, BULLFINCH
TOWNSITE.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (for Hon. T. F.
Brimage) asked he Colonial Secretary: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government to
macadamise the main street of Bullfingh?
2, Are they aware that the place where
the townsite is situated is very soft and
will soon be useless for traffic? 3, Are
they considering any proposal to assist in
making the roads of the new town?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY ve-
plied: A report upon this matter is being
obtained by the Public Works Depart-
rent, and when it has been veceived con-
sideration will be given to the nature of
the ground at the new townsite, with a
view to determining whether exceptional
treatment is requisite.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Perth Munieipal Gas and Electrie
Lighting Bill. (Returned to the Assem-
bly with amendments.)

2. Supply, £207,413, passed.

BILL—FREMANTLE FREHMASONS’
LODGE No. 2 DISPOSITION,
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—PERMANENT RESKERVES
REDEDICATION.
Second Reading.
Hon. R. D. McKENZIK (Honorary

Minister) in moving the second reading
said: I should like just briefly to state the
reasons for this Bill heing before the
House. There is an institution on the
goldfields known as the Eastern Goldfields
Fresh Air League; it is an institution run
on philanthropic and humanifarian lines,
with the object of bringing down a large
number of children to the eoastal distriets
during the hot summer months of each
year. Dwing the past few wvears it has
heen the ecustom to divide the children
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between Albany and Bunbury. They have
had the use of the quarantine station at
Albany, and they bave had a small build-
ing whieh, I think, the league purchased
for themselves some two or three years
ago, in Bunbury. There is a great dan-
ger that at almost any time the quarantine
station at Albany will not be available
for the children, and the aceommodation
at Bunbury has becowe so insufficient that
it bas been necessary for the league to seek
premises more suitable for their objects.
Previous to this they had in Bunbury a
building on town lot 127. This was found
to be unsnitable and too small, and, conse-
quently, the fresh air league approached
the municipality of Bunbury, and re-
quested to he allowed to have portion of
permanent reserve A. No. 4991, whieh is
adjacent to the township of Bunbury and
constitutes o munieipal reserve. This re-
serve contains 28 acres, and the portion
whicl the lengue wish to get is abont 134
acres. 1 do not think there is any neces-
sity for me io go any furtber into this
matter, except to sny that this Bill has
been bronght before the Legislature with
the consenl of the municipality of Bun-
bory. This 28-acre reserve was given to
the municipality as a Class A reserve for
the purpose of a public park, and the
munieipal authorities state that the tak-
ing away of this 134 aeres and giving it
to the fresh air league will in no way im-
pair the usefulness of the park, and they
are anxious to have that area given to the
fresh air league of the Eastern Goldfields.
I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN (South-East):
1 notice 1that there is no vesting power in
this Bill; it simply dedicates land *to the
purpose of a site for the Eastern Gold-
fields Fresh Air League institution.” I
assnme that if there is no vesting clause
there will have to be an amending Bill to
vest the land in trustees.

Hon. J. W. Langsford: It is merely
a transfer of land.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: The vesiing
order will be made by the Governor-in
Conneil.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN:
snfficient ¢

Will that be
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The (‘olunial Seeretary: That is the
usual thing.

Hon. 4. I, CULLEXN: In those civeuw-
stances there 13 no need to say anything
more.

»Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) : I rise to echo the senti-
ments uitered by the Honorary Minister,
and to congratulate him on his first effort
atb piloting a Bill through this Chamber.
I am sure there will be ne disposition 1o
place any obsiacle in the way of so0
humane an endeavour I have often been
struck with the splendid manner in which
the goldfields people try o help the boys
and girls of that poction of the State,
who are not so well cirenmstanced as boys
and girls on this part of the eoast. Not
only that, but the contribution which the
Government makes to the fresh air league
has my hearty support. The area which
is being asked for is, T think, a very small
one. I suppose that the league have
locked into this very earefully, hut if the
numbers iucrease very largely 1 am
afraid that 134 aeres will uoi he found
sufficient,

Hon. R. D. Melenzie: It
cenire of a 28-aere reserve.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD : And they
will have the nse of that area as a play-
eround ?

Hon. R, D. McKenzie: Yes.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD : Wih that
understanding T am eontent, but I shaunld
have thought that three aeres would have
been the least that the league wonld have
asked for and obtained.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (Sonth-West!:
T have very much pleasure in supporting
the seeond reading. In doing so I might
mention that this is one of those pieees
of land that 1s situated on the top of
a sand hill at Bunbury, and either the
eouneil or the league will have to spend
a lot of money in geiting a deeent ap-
proach to it. Tf T remember rightly the
conncil have already indieated their iu-
lention to do something in the direetion
of making a road there. It is a nice site,
commanding a view of the whole of Buan-
bury. I have had some experience of
the leagne’s work at Bunbury, and from
what T have seen they are a body calcu-

is in the
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lated to do a lol of good. A number of
children ¢o (o Bunbury each year and
they ave well looked after by those in
aliendance.  Up 1o the present time they
lave been living on what is known as the
foreshore, bul it is pot at all a suitable
place.  However, they will now have a
place af their own on a nice healthy spot,
which is calenlated o do good to ihe
children sent there for the strengthening
of their vonstitutions. As a resident of
Bunbury | heartily thank the Govern-
ment tor gzranting this piece of land.
A question has arisen as to the title, 1
think | awm tight in saving that althongh
it s elass A land and is vested in the
couneil for the time being, it is, strictly
speaking, Crown land, and ne portion
of it can he alienated without the sane-
tion of Parliament. [ hope that the
measure will be agreed Lo,

(Question pul and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

BILL—LAND AN INCOME TAX.
Necond Reading.
Hon. I, 1 MeKENZIE  (Honorary

Minister) in moving (he second read-
ing =aul: This measure is quite an
old friend, liaving heen before us on three
previous oceasions.  This  will be the
fourth year on which the Bill has been
bronght down. Tt is neeessary that it
should be cnacled each year as the lux
is only imposed trom year to year. It
is needless to say that the reason for
bringing lerward this Bill to impose a
land aad income tax is to raise revenue.
There has heen no alteration in the rate
of the tax; it is the same as it has been
during the past three years, namely, 1d.
on unimproved lands as assessed by the
machinery Bill, and 4d. in the pound on
incomes, subject te certain exemptions,
With rezard to lhe ineome tax during
the pertod 1909-10, the estimated revenve
was £37,000, amd the Government aetually
received £43,965. For the carrent vear,
1910-11. it is estimated that £44 000 will
be collected, almost the same amount a:
was received during the past year. With
regard to the land tax, the estimate fur
1909-10 was £33.000, while there was
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actnally received £34,344. TFor this year
the estimated receipts are £40,000, an
inerease of £6,000 on the amount col-
leeted last year.  This £6,000 will he
srived at prineipally by official valnes
whieh bave been put into effect. The
cost of collection during the 'past 12
months was 6 per cent, including (he
collection of the dividend duty and the
totalisator tax; eliminating these two
items the eost wonld have been 11 per
cent. It is elaimed by the Government
that fhis work has been condueted
cheaply and efficiently. For instance,
ibere have been only 150 appeals against
assessment in connection with the land
tax, and between 20 and 30 of those have
Leen seifled by the officials themselves.
It is hoped that a majority of the appeals
will alse be settled by the parties inter-
ested, and that the appeals to the conrt
will be few indeed. The arrears for Lhe
year, as far as the income tax is eon-
eerned, total £3,060, and land tax £6,485.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Those are the
arrears known of.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE :  That
is 0. With vegard fo the income tax, a

few statisties will, perhaps. be of interest
to members as the Commissioner’s report
has not yei been printed. There were
4,632 taxpayers, whose incomes range be-
tween £200 and £300, and of this number
096 were relieved altogether owing to ru-
hates; that left 3,633 whose total incomes
come to £1,213,000. Taking the exemp-
tions from this total, roughly one miilion
pounds, we have a total left of £213,000
snbject to taxafion. The amount received
from ithis total was £2,047, an average
assessment of 1ls. 3d. per head. With
incomes between £300 and £500 there
were 2,736 taxpayers; we received £6,159
from them, or an average of £2 5s. 3d.
Those receiving between £300 and £700
numbered £833, and the State ecollected
£4,335, or an average of £5 ds. 11d.
Those in receipt of between £700 and
£1,000 numbered 564, and from them ws
received £4,778, or an average of £8 10s,
Those in receipt of between £1,000 and
£1,500 nnmbered 362 and they paid
£4992, or an average of £13 6s, 7d,
Those in rveceipt of between £1,500 and
t8s1
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£5,000 numbered 335, and they conlri-
buted £10,138, an average of £30 5s. 3d.
per- head. Tneomes cxceeding £5,00
pumbered 52, and the total amount eol-
lecied was £5,895, giving an average of
£113 7s. 4d. This leaves a iotal of 9,514
taxpayers of whom 1,013 were exenpt,
the net number being 8,501, and they
paid on £2.227,110 a total of £38,361, or
an average of £4 10s. 3d. It is eclaimed
by the Government that the incidence of
taxalion is equitable and fair, inasmuch
ns a man drawing a small salary pays a
small amount indeed, while the man with
a large ineome has to pay pretty stiffly
tawards the revenue.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Is it part of the
puliey of the Government to take cogniy-
ange of the Federal land tax?

Houw, R, D, MeKEXNZIE: | an-
derstand that dees nof eome into opera-
tion until some fime next year. This tax
is for the year ending 30th June, 1911

Hou. Sir K. H. Wittenoom: Surely
the Government are going to withdraw
the land tax this year.

Hon, R, D. McKENZIE : Cectainly not,

Hom. W. Patrick: The Federal Gov-
ernment are supposed to eolleet from the
30th dune last,

Hon. M. L. Moss: The 30th June next
year,

Hon, R. 7. MeKENZIE: There
is nn necessity for me to say anything
farther. T hegr to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. J. ¥. CUCLLEXN (South-East):
This is not the time to review the land
tax; my desire is to point out that the
jubilation of the Minister over the in-
expensiveness of the tax is altogether
urisplaced. The cost of eoliection, 11 per
cent., is very wasteful.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: It is really 6 per
cent,

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: Of course this
11 per cent. is a small part of the waste.
There is the waste of making returns.
which is a very important item, Tt is oot
only the taxpayer who has to make the
retums, but a lot of other people, and
many of these people who have to pre-
pave returns are uniable to do so, and they
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employ agents and soliciters and others
to do the work for them, so that the waste
wonld amount to quite another 11 per
eent. The Minister congratulated the
country upon the faet that there were so
few appeals. Why are there so few ap-
peals? Just because the game iz not worth
the candle. Any number of landowners
are harassed, vexed. and worried, hut they
say it would only prolong the agony to
enter inlo a contesi with the depariment.
They would have to get expert valuations
with  which o contest the elaims, and
they would ‘have to unroll miles of red
tape before they ecould get a decision,
henee the fewness of the appeals, A word
of adviee might be given to the valner's
and the Commissioner of Taxation, and
that is that they should be very earefnl
over the official valuations. Many of the
valuations have been most preposterous,
and I could give the Minister a few in-
stances, The taxpayer deelaves that he
is overtaxed, but as it would cost him
three times the amount of the taxation to
eonfest it, he leis the thing go. This is
not. however, a good time to review the
tax in the licht of having presently to
deal with the Federal impost, but T would
point out that this liftle bagatelle of
£33.000 means a waste of nearly half the
amounf, and the game is nol worth the
candle, and it is being imposed at least
8 generation too soon. In tbis young
country, when we want to sell our lands
and make land-owning aund occupying
popular, we could, without the waste of
a penny, have obtained this £33,000. We
eould have written off this amonnt from
our subsidies to loeal government auth-
orvities, and civen those authorities =a
little extra power of taxation. if need be.

Hon, V. Hamersley: We have done
that.

Hon. . ¥. CTTLEN: The eountry had
heen plunged into this premabhwre form of
taxation before I eame to the House. I
wnnld not have said 2 word only I did
not like the jubilation on the part of the
Minister in the wrong direction over this
little tax. We grin and bear it, but it
is only because we see the country gets
a litle out of it, although we waste a
great deal over it that need not be wasted.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): This
Chamber, and a very large majority of
its members, cannot be acensed of having
consented to the imposition of a land and
ineome tax without a eonstitutional strug-
gle. Woe adopted the expedient of throw-
ing a financial Bill out, that was the pro-
posal to tax land only. Later on when the
land and income tax was submiited we
did our best to get things put on a more
equitable basis as disclosed by the Bill
when infreduced in another place, These
two direct taxes were imposed at a time
when the finances of the State were in a
very awkward position and the Govern-
ment were severelv taxed as to where to
get funds to make both ends meet, and
at most we were led to suppose it was
only a temporary expedient and that as
soon as the revenue would permit the tax
would be repealed and we wonld get relief
in that direction. It was mainly on that
zround that the imposition of the tax was
not contained in the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Act, for it was mecessary
that it should be submitied to Parlia-
menf annually, and the taxes on land and
income were to last only for one year.
It is in consequence of that that the Bill
is submitted again to both Houses for
lerislative sanetion during the present ses-
sion. T mueh regret that seeing the im-
proved state of the finances and the gen-
eral buovaney of the revenue, and the
speeches which have been delivered by the
Premier in which be indieates a further
large aecession of revenne is expected, and
the general improvement of the business
of the eountry, the Government have not
seen fit to wipe out these taxes. I feel
especially strong against that portion of
the Bill that deals with the continued im-
position of the land tax. Taxes for mouni-
cipal and roads board purposes are quite
heavy enongh in the metropolitan area,
and it cannot be very long before taxes
for purposes incidenial ta the raetropoli-
tan sewernge system will be imposed. We
know there is the erushing impost which
the Federal Parliament have carried, a
gradnated tax on land on which, partien-
larly land exceeding £5,000 in value and
on land under £5,000, a very heavy tax
is imposed. If persons are ahsentees



{14 Decemeer, 1910.]

within the meaning of the Bill introduced
into the Federal Parliament—I do not
know if memebrs have been sufficiently
curions to consnlt the Act to find out what
is ineluded in the definition of absentee,
bat 'a person absent from Western Aus-
tralia from the 1st June is declared to be
an absentee. A man ‘may be on the way
to New Zealand or only three or four
miles ountside the coast of Australia; and
Tie is an absentee within the meaning of
the Act and will have to pay fhe absentee
tax. Then there is the way in which joint
owners of land ‘are penalised. Under the
Western Awstralian Land Tax Aet only
the individual is baxed. In order to burst
up large estates and large properties the
Tederal law provides that where two or
more pevsons are holding land jointly, the
land is held to be the property of each
individual, Laomd has to bear the impost
of the loeal tax and the Federal taxation,
and it is a pity the Government have not
seen fit to abolish these direct taxes. T
veeogpmise this House is absolutely power-
less in voting against a measure of this
kind; T do not intend to vote against it.
T must vote for it: the position of this
Honge is such that having agreed to the
principle, and another place having to
deal with the finances, we must pass this
BRill.

Ron. W. Kingsmill: T think we onght
to give them a vear's nofice.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The positivn is this,
if the Legislative Council takes a measure
of this kind lving down, so to speak, and
passes it withont any protest, it may be
assumed by those responsible for the en-
actment of the measure vear by year, that
we by aeting taeitly in the matter and are
eonsenting to all that takes place. I feel
very strongly opposed to the impesition
of these two taxes, and this is the place
for me to express my dissent from the
further enactment of the measure, I
recognise we cannet do anything more
than make a protest, hut we should be
wanting in our duty very mueh if the
measure was silently agreed to without
any protest. Next year T hope the Gov-
ernment will receive from other svurces
sufficient revenue to earry on, and will be
able to vemit that which certainly in re-
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zard tu land is going to be n forther ad-
ditional and annecessary burden on a
nomber of people who are alreadyv suffi-
eiently taxed.

Hon. Sir E. H WITTENOOM
(North): I do mnot konow when I
bave listened with greater pleasure

than I did to-night to the admirable
exposition by Mr. Cullen in con-
nection with this Bill. Unfortunately,
owing to the conversation on my right, I
did not hear the introduclory speech
made by the Honorary Minister, I
understood rhe Minister was introdueing
a Bill to get people to the seaside, T did
not know that it had anything ro do with
a tax on land. Like other members, [
join issue with the Government in intro-
dneing the Bill at present. T am abso-
lutely & firm believer in an income tax,
and [ should be pleased if L had to pay
£1.000 every year, but a land tax in a
eountry like Western Australia is an
absolute mistake. Yon get lots of people
who have 1o pay on certain land when they
are losing money on their farms or sta-
tions, but with an ineome tax the man who
wakes the money pays. If von want to
raise money raise il hy an income tax,
but it is suicidal to impose & land lax
in a country like Weslern Australia,
where we are doing all we can to settle
people on the land. We hold out every
inducement to people to go on the land
and immediately they get there we tax
them. :

The Colonial Sceretary: They are ex-
empt for five years.

Hon., Sir K. H. WEITTENQOM: Yes;
but people do not know that. You give it
out to the world that you have a land tax.
You counld not have a worse poliey. Mr.
Cullen has said jt was a twopenny-half-
penoy tax which only raised £33,000. Put
an additional amount on the income tax
and you will get the amount at onee. [
do not think thar anybodv will objeet m
pay an income tax. The man who has
no income does not pay, it is the man
who has the income and can afford it
who pays, but the man on the land has
te pay whether his land is rveturning a
profit or not: he has to pay the same as
the man who is making money oul of his
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land. I was pleased lo listen also to the
speech of Mr. Moss, and I am glad to
sapport the remarks made by both of
the members 1 have named.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East): I de-
sire to support the remarks of the :wo
last speakers. T am afraid the Govern-
ment do not attach that degree of im-
portance to my ntterances that they shounld
or they would have saved this position.
On the Address-in-Reply I said I sincerely
boped that with the state of the
finanees the Government would see fit not
to veintreduce the land tax. The eonntry
eonld well afford to do without that tax.
Other methods could be adopted {o raise
revenne which would confer a hoon on
the community, that is to hark baek 10
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. Perth
has been short in its water supply, and
we keep a breeding ground for mosquitoes
in the hills at the Mundaring reservoir.
Unfortunately a person in Perth has just
been fined for not carrying out the de-
mands of the liealth board to pour kero-
sene over a eertain water hole that was
a breeding pround tor mesquitoes. Prob-
ably some of the funds raised from the
community by the land tax will have to
be used in providing oil te pour on the
reservoir, We recognise that mosquitoes
are a nuisance. If & lot mere waler were
drawn from the Dundaring reservoir for
the use of the people of Perth more rev-
enne would be derived and Perth would
sustain a great benefit. The amount of
money thal you extraet from the people
on the land is not the greatest fronble;
there is the ereation of a new depart-
ment and the ereation of a great deal of
frouble and irritalion throughout the
community. That has been undoubiedly
a very sad result from the tax. It was
only the last week or so that I saw a very
serious instance of the making up of
taxation returns. Some people had to
travel in a matter of 20 miles, and the
roads ‘were in a boggy condition. The
people had done their best to pay their
taxes to the roads board and they had to
@o to all sorts of ineonvenience, pay
something like £2 to have their land taxa-
tion returns made up, and then thzy
found they had to pay 6s. 8d. to the

[COUNCIL.]

Taxation Department. That is scanda-
lous. Not only have wen to pay for hav-
ing their taxation returns made out, there
is also the waste of time that people sve
put to in travelling from their land to
the township. I have lmown people.
having to wait in a township for a day
or two at a time to have their returns
fixed up. That is one side of the ques-
tion which the people in the country fecl.
1 daresay ihe people in the town have
egnal troubles. T know one insfance
where the Taxation Department were
paid the sum twice over through their
folly, and when the person who had paid
the sums twice over applied to the de-
pactment for a refund of the money,
the depariment declined to refund it and
said we will bold it for some fnture occa-
sion. Thesge are little matters that havass
the community and are of more cost o
the eommunity than the aetual amouit
to be paid in taxes. With regard to the
department iteelf, I believe it is in a
state of chaos. They have been some
vears now making up theic valuations,
and I dv not think they have arrived =i
a satisfactory result fo themselves or
anybody else up fo the present time. T
failed to notice the number of appeals
which have already been made. The
Minister in intreducing the measure told
us there were so many assessments anid
only so many appeals, but if the real
facts were placed before us we would find
the probability is that very few people
know whal the last assessment is. The
department started off in rotation in
alphabetical order, and probably they
have only got down to the letter C.

Hon. W. Marwick: They have got to
M.

Hon. V. HAMERSILEY: I thought
they had only got down three or four
letters in the alphabet and, therefore, had
not got any benefit from the assessment.
At any rate I believe that there is a
pretty warm time ahead. I thought pos-
sibly if this had been created a little
earlier the Government mizht have becn
satisfied to wilhdmw the land tax thi=
year, in view of the fact that the Federal
Parliament bhave pas<ed something of the
same kind.
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Hon. W. Patrick: Perhaps it would
encourage them to put it on more.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Tt was one
of the arguments raised at the time the
tax was passed, that if we agreed to it ib
would put a spoke in the wheel of the
Federal Parliament’s putting on a tax.
Unfortunately that avgument has not
held water. We agreed to the tax, and
now the Federal Parliament have put on
one doubly as stiff. So I think it is
‘time for us to get out of it and say,We
will withdraw; we have satisfied our-
selves that it is a mistake and thai the
eountry and times were not ripe for its
introduction.” And by way of showing
the Federal Parliament they had better
withdraw also, perhaps it would be wise
for us not to continue the land tax, I
certainly think it was a grave mistake
enacting it. Money could have been
raised without hurting anyone and with-
oul creating a new department. Seeing
that the finanees of the country are in a
fairly flourishing condition, T thoroughly
believe that it would be an epportunity
for the Covernment to let the land tax
stand over for a year or two.

Hon. E. M. CLAREE (South-West):
Tt is not my intention to vote against the
second reading of this Bill, but if Hans-
sard is looked up it will be found that I
was one of the prineipal members who
abjected to the land tax. T claimed, wilth
other gentlemen, that an income tax was
far more preferable. For instance, the
Midland Railway were not exempt under
the land tax and the purchasers from that
company were not exempt. Any person
coming to setfle on the land here, thongh
be may be a johnny-come-lately, is not
exempt if he purchases from the Midland
Company.  Only these who purchase
from the Government are exempt. But
now 1t looks as if the Government will
be landed on this dilemma. Notwith-
standing the faect they wisely safeguarded
those to whom they sold property, the
Federal Government are coming in and
taxing Government land in addition.
That is how I take it. The arzument
was used that if we taxed onrselves we
wondd =tand a better chance of being
left unfaxed by the Federal Parliament.
TWhat do we find to-dav?
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The Colonial Secretary: But some of
the other States did not follow suit.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE: I do not see
that that bears on the case one serap. It
appears o me that they are going to
have a juggernaut ear rolling over the lot
of us, big or little, so to spealk, There is
another thing about the adwministration
of this land tax. I have heard of sev-
eral instanees of where people have paid
their tax and been threatened with a
suramons if they did not pay it a second
time, I admit everyone is liahle to make
mistakes, and that they have been gen-
erous enough to say that they have made
mistakes. One of the methods of ad-
ministration I do not approve of, and
that is when owners of land send in their
valuations the Government acecept them
subjeet to the condikion, I suppose, that
if the valuations do not please the de-
partment they e¢an take double the
amount. In faet T know of instances
where, notwithstanding they aceepted s
certain sum for a long time, without pre-
jndice I suppose, they are making a
fresh levy on the people for a certain
amount. Not only this, valuators are
sent round, and two cases have come
under my motice. There are some miser-
able banksia swamps. The owner of
the land sent in the value as £1 an acre.
I would not give 15s. for it. The valua-
tor went there and he estimated the value
of it at £2 an aere. The owner was a
female. She showed me the papers; but
unforinnately, she was too late to appeal;
she let the time slide. It seems to me
absolutely impossible for a man to go
round like that with soeh a tremendous
area to go over and say absolutely what
the land is worth. To be able to value
land a man wants to know the capabilities
of the land in the district. It is only a
few years ago that T thought no land was
any good unless it had & certain eolour
—some say “smell,” but T do not believe in
that—but a person wants to go over the

whole of the country and he will find
that it varies very much. Some land
looks sandy and is good.  Other land

looks sandy and appears to be good bnt
is praetically bad. I know of two in-
stanees where people sent in what T
know to be fair valnations in my loeality,
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and the CGovernment asked 100 per cent.
on those valuaiions. That is not as it
should be. Another yuestion that evops
np Mr. Cullen tonched on, Not ouly
have people tuo pay the land tax which is
to go into the Treasury, but there is the
cost of colleeting and valuing. ft is a
crying shame that the Governmeni shounld
squeeze the taxpayers like this when such
a big percentage of the money does not
go into the dhest; in other words, does
not benefit the communiiy, exeept the offi-
cers of the department, It is guite right
that we in this Chamber, having spoken
so strongly against the imposition of this
tax, shonld show the Government elearly
that we do not quite appreeiate it and
cannob let it pass without some profest
against it. [ hope in the valuation of
land in the future eave will be taken that
the interests of those people who are. we

may say, simple in their ways ave
wuarded.  They know very little aboul

the Act and the mamner in whieh 1t is
administered, and they have to go to other
people, but. they generally trot along
when it is too late for them to appeal;
and when all is said and done, with the
system of appeal and all they have to go
through, they think the game is not
worth the candle and they paxy 100 to 150
per cent. more than they should pay. T
sapport the Bill, but I think 1t 15 Gime
for us to show the Government that we
protesi. T should not objeet to the in-
come tax for the simaple reason that a
person must have income before he is
ealled npon to pay it, and it is calling on
the strongest shonlders to bear the bur-
den; hut where we are trying to get
people on the land it is a false poliey to
have a4 land tax. T have said this before
and T #ay it again.

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE (in reply):
Whether the members of the Chamber
approve of the land and inecome tax or
not, I am quite sure the Government
will appreciate the discussion that has
arisen this afternoon; and the pro-
tests that have been entered by members
will be given every consideration in fram-
ing the Estimates next year. Let me point
out again that we have a fairly large de-
ficit vet in the State of Western Aus-
tralin, and it is necessary for us to get

{COUNCIL.]

as much revenne as it is possible to. raise
in these direetions for the eoming year.
When the Estimates were prepared the
Federal land tax had not been passed.
We know pow it is io be enacted very
shortly, and T think that will be a very
wood reason, perhaps, for the Government
of Western Australia to take into con-
sideration when they are framing their
Eslimates for next vear. I am glad to
have heard the expression ol opinion
from hon. members. of this House; and
I trust tbat, having given voice to those
expressions, they will support the seeond
reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Commiltee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon.
R. D. MeKenzie {Honorary Minister} in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-—--agreed to.

Clause 2—Grant of land tax aud in-
e¢ome tax:

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Which tax,
the Federal or the State, would take pre-
cedence in case aetion had to he taken by
way of selling property or elaiming
against land?  That information ought to
be in the possession of members.

Hou. R. D. M¢Kenzie: That is a moatter
to be referred to the Crown Taw author-
ities,

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—LICENSING.
In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair.
Clanse 137—agreed to.
Clanse 138—Registration of clabs:
Hon Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—
That Subclauses 1 and 2 be struck
out.
Subeclause 1 provided that uno liquor
should be sold or supplied by or on he-
half of any elub in the ¢lub premises, and
that no liguor shonld be kept upon such
premises unless the club was duly regis-
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tered pursuant to the Act; and Subeclause
2 provided that every person who sold,
or supplied, or kept liquor in contraven-
tion of this section was liable to a penalty
of up to £100. This would iuterfere a
great deal with racing clubs and
other sporting clubs that did ot sell
Liquor for profit. As a rule racing clubs
kept a little lignor for the entertainment
of visitors, and in those cireumstances
they eould not register under the Bill,
because a racing elub was not a elub for
the sale of liquor. It wonld be necessary,
subsequently to amend Clause 159.

Hon. R. LAURIE : The amendment
was a good one. As had been pointed out,
it would be necessary later to move a new
subclause to Clause 159. There were
other clubs besides elubs for the sale of
liquor. There were, for example, rowing
clubs, golf clubs and the like. This elanse
would refer to any sunch eclub, and
it would be absolutely illegal for them to
have liquor on the premises. He did not
think the Colohial Secretary could have
the slightest objection to the amendment.

The COLONIATL. SECRETARY: No
objection would be offered to the amend-
ment.

Amendment passed:
amended agreed to.

Clause 139—Existing certificates :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That in line 6 the words “in Marchk,
19117 be struck out, and “next after the
commencement of this Act” inserted in
lieu.

The amendment was merely consequen-
tial on a previous amendment.

Amendment passed; the
amended agreed to.

Clanse 140—Conditions as to clubs:

Hon. D. G. GAWLER moved an amend-
ment—

That all words after “occupiers” in
line 4 of paragraph (o) be struck out.
The clause as it stood would render eneh
a club as that of the Commercial Travel-
lers’ Assoeiation ineapable of recistration,
for the veason that that elub provided eer-
tain benefits for members, such a= for the
rerre<entatives of deceased memher=. and
mortuary henefite. tavether with “auefits

the clause as

clanse as

for necessitous members, He did not
think hou. members would say that be-
cause of this such a club ought to be de-
barred from registration under the Aet,
Paragraph (d) provided— .
The accommodation must be provided
and maintained from the joint funds of
the elub, and no persou shall be entitled
under its rules or articles to derive any
benefit or advantage from the eclub
which is not shared equally by every
member thereof.

It was a question as to whether, in view
of this paragraph it could not be said that
every member was entitled to the same
benelits as enjoyed by any other member
of the club. In the circumstaneces para-
grapb (d) ought to be veferred to the
Parliamentary dvaftsman for neeessary
alteration.

Hon. B. LAURIE: If the amendment
were carried it might be held that other
clubs would be enabled to make profits on
the liquors sold and divide those profits
among its members. In Vietoria the diffi-
culty had been overcome by a simple
amendment to the effect that the clause
did not relate to any club existing at the
time of the passing of the Act. That ex-
pedient had suceeeded well. Many would
have objeetion to passing a clause which
would leave it open for another club, per-
haps less deserving than the Commercial
Travellers’, to make profits and divide
those profits among its members. The
objeet of the member who moved the
amendment would commend itself to all,
for the Commereial Travellers Club
shonld be encouraged in its beneficient
policy of providing the benefits recounted
by Mr. Gawler. In the old ecountry the
commercial iravellers had established
homes for the orphan children of com-
mercial travellers, and the time might
come For the establishment of such a place
here. Why, then, should not the commer-
cial travellers he placed in the same posi-
tion to raise a fund for the benefit of its
members? The elub onght {o be allowed
tn econtinue its poliey; still, he did not
think the way should be left open for
other elubs to make profits on liguors
sold and divide them commereially

amono its members.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There was great objection to the amend-
ment, prineipally for the reasons men-
tioned by Mr. Laurie. In the first place
'a club was established for the mutual
benefit of its members, who, by their mem-
bership enjoved ceriain  privileges.
It the proviso, which was a very neces-
sary one, was strnek onl we would simply
have a combination of men who wounld
wake a large profit out of a elub, running
it as a joint stoek hotel, and we would be
opening the door to rhe establishwmeut of
bogus elubs, with which there had been so
much trouble in the past, He was saying
nothing in regard 1o the particular club
which had been meutioned, but bhis object
was to prevent the opening of the door
for bogus elubs running for private pro-
fit. The objects of the Commercial Trav-
elles’ Club were no doubt good, but it
was quesifonable whether it was the right
thing to ecarry out those objeets throngh
the elub. If the commercial travellers
wanted fo have those benefits, why did
they not arrange them throngh their as-
sociation?

IDon, DL (4 Gawler: Ti micht be news
in the Colonial Secretary that the pro-
pusal to strike out the words was at éhe
surwestion of the DParliamentary Drafts-
man and the Solicitor General.

The COLONTAL SKCRETARY: (i
was die to the Solicitor General and the
Parliamentavy Drafisman to state that
the hon. member’s remarks werve most un-
fair. Tf any hon. member approached the
Parlinwentary Draftsman, it was his duty
to draft any amendment that was asked
for, but that did not mean that he sng-
zested the amendment.

Hen. I, G. GAWLER: [t had been
after consultation with the Parliamentary
Draftsman and the Solicitor General that
he lad decided to move for the striking
owi of certain wovds, He lad had an am-
endment on the NoticePaper in the nature
of that suggested by Mr, Lanrie, but they
had advised him that he wounld better
achieve his abject by eliminating the re-
striction whicll the club in question: de-
sired to escape. He very much doubted
whether the elnb could exizt side hy side
with other elubs that hiad complied with

[COUNCIL.]

Clure 14, It could exist in the Brst
place bt he did mot think that it could
continne and get a renewal Therefire he
had moved his amendment. He was
perfectly willing to agree to the prineiple
that the profits should not be divisible
amongst members, Tf it wonld suit {he
Colonial Seeretary lie would be willing to
leave in the words, ‘‘and not for the pur-
piase of making profit divisible amongst
the members or any of them,” and to
strike out the words “or in support of any
ohject other than the accommodation of
the members, or the members and their
guests.”’ Perhaps the Colonial Secrstary
wonld allow the elanse to he postponed
with a view to recasting it. = With regard
te pavagraph (d) he thought if the word
“person” were struck out and ‘member”
inserted the objeetion would be met. The
Colonial Seeretary had said that the Com-
mereital Travellers should confine the
working of their benefits to the assoecia-
tion, but if that were ipsisted on the
elub would have te dissolve, have a sep-
arvate eonstitution for its mortuary bene-
fit, and re-register under this Aet. That
wag most undesirable.

Hon. J. F. CULLEXN: It was not de-
sirable for ome moment to earry the am-
endment, beeause that would mean the ve-
casting of 1he whole of that part of the
Bill and the insertion of other safeguards
of a similar nature. The only way out of
the diflienlixy would he to make a special
exemption for ctubs now existing. There
was no other elub of this eharaeter, but
the one mentioned, registered at the pre-
sent time. It would never ilo 1o ¥ wafer
down?’’ the safeguards in regard to clubs
zenerally.

Hon, R. LAURIE: So far as the Com-
wereial Travellers' Club was concerned
the Committee contd elearly understand
that there was no division of profiis
amonust the members, There were Fimes
when a member who had broken down in
health was voted a certain sum ot money
by the elub, but the giving of that money
was so hedred around with conditions
that it was impossible lor the assoeiation
to give any sun to a member that would
appear in any way to be a divisiun of
profits. The ¢lub expended an amomnt of
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money in yearly  scholarships, whieh,
though sall at present, might be larger
later on, for the purpose of giving the
c¢hildren of members au edueation for com-

mercial life. It had spent £16,000 in
Perth on buildings and it provided a
mortuary fund. and no harm could

possibly come {rom allowing the present
conditions to continue. The benefits had
been going on for years and members had
uot heard of any divicion of profits or of
any harm arising out of the provision
which was wade for the burial of mem-
hers and the granfing of scholarships to
children,

Hon, 8. STUBBS: As one of the
foundation members of the club in gues-
tion he conld inform the Committee that
many years ago a number of commereial
travellers in Perth had met to form an
association ou lines similar lo those ex-
isting in the Eastern States. The fun-
damental privciple iy the minds of mem-
bers when framing the constitution was
the granting of assistance to widows and
orphans, and the establishment of scholar-
ships for the childven of members; and
those, he maintained. were good objeets.
Headquarters were tormed at Fremanile
but later were removed to Perth, where
for many years tie association ecarried
on in a rented building in Barrack-stree:.
More recently, when the membership had
grown sutliciently large, new club build-
ings had been erected. A certain sum of
money fruln lhe subseription of eacin
individual member of the association was
each vear earmarked for the purposes he
had named. Within the la=t four or five
years the opportunity occewrred to the
association (o secure premises of ibeir
own aud they acquired a piece of land
in 8i. George’s-terrace and raised a large
sum of money which enabled them to
build their present premises. Now if
the Committee earried the elavse as it
originally appeared that club would be
wiped oul of existence altogether. Tle
was personally known to a great number
of the members of that elub and had no
hesitation in declaring that it would be
a calamity if the elause were allowed to
pass in its present form. There was an
amendment on the Notice Paper in lis
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name but at the suggestion of Mr. Gaw-
ler be had withdrawn it, and had under-
taken to support Mr. Gawler's amend-
ment which would protect the Commer-
cial Travellers’ Club.  In Vietoria the
Government saw  fit 0 protec  the
Commereial  Travellers’ (lub i ihat
State  when they were introducing
their Licensing Bill, and the Government
of Western Aunstrabia wonld not he acting
wrongly if they adopted a similar eourse.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
While he was not hostile fo the ohjeet
Mr, Gawler had in view, his desire was lo
guard against opening the door to bogus
clubs. It was desirable that the law
should be made stricter in that respect
and if the proviso were struck out we
wonld certainly be opening the door
wider than it was before. The clause
wight be passed pro forma. and it could
be recommitted when no objection would
be offered to the hon. member moving
another amendment that might be
drafted.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: The eouise
suggested by the Colonial Secretary met
with his coneunrrence. The Colonial
Secretary’s anxiety with regard to bogus
clabs was oo greater than his (Mr., Gaw-
ler's). With the permission of the Com-
mitiee he would withdraw the amend-
ment,

Anmendment by leave withdrawn.

Claunse put and passed.

Clause 141—Provisions to be made i
xules of elubs:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—

That in lines 3 and 4 of paragraph

(g) the words “om such part of a club

premises as iz set apart for visitors”

be struck out.
It had not been possible for any club to
entertain visitors except in the strangers'
room. There were many clubs, the mem-
bers of which desired to invite a few
friends to dinner, say from 7 to 12 in
the evening, and in order to retain this
privilege bhe was cerlain that many would
Le quite willing to give up their
strangers’ room. The rules of a clab
provided that sirangers could not be
taken info a club at five minutes’ notice
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--af the Weld Club one of the rules pro-
vided that six hours’ notice should be
given to the secretary.

Hon. B. LAURIE: 11 had been beld
by legal gentleman that all it was neces-
sary fo do to evade this portion of che
Bill would be simply to set a table aparl
on one side of the room. We all knew
that' a elub was used by members very
often at luncheon time; it was possible
to take a friend into lnncheon withanl
entering his name in the book, but when
that was done the member whose gucs.
the friend was was entirely responsille
for that visitor during the time he was
on ke club premises, and any infringe-
ment of the rules would reflect against
the member, It would be extremely un-
fair to allow the paragraph to go throngh
as it was printed aud for that reason the
amendment would receive his support.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENXQOM: The
object was to prevent drinking in clubs
as mueh as possihle. The paragrapl,
if carried as amended, would to a lar o
extent prevent that being done, because
while it was possible for visitors to driak
in a strangers' room from 9 in the moru-
ing until 11.30 at wnight, there would
be much chance of a guest doing that in
the club premises between the hours of
7 and 12,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM muoved
a further amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (j},
after “persvns.” the words ‘“‘who does
nol  possess ecriain qualifications  dr-
fined by the rudes™ be inserted,

The elauze provided that no member
should be allowed to beeone an honorary
or temporary member of a eclnb whose
place of residence was sitnared witlia
15 miles of the elub premises, or who
was afforded the privileres of the elup
as an honorary member at any time will.-
in three months immediately preceding.
There were certain conditions in connee-
tion with honormry members of some
elubs and it might be pointed out that
one of the clubs had amongst its honor-
ary members the QGovernor and his staff,
the officers of His Majesty's Impenal
Army and Navy, eteetera, and if the

[COUNCIL.]

clanse were calrried in its entirety these
people would be precluded from becotn-
ing honorary members. The amendment
was moved to enable those people wlo
had enjoyed the privileges of lonorarv
members to continue te do so.
Amendneni put and passed;
clanse as amended agreed to.

the

Sitling suspruded from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Clause 142-Honorary members:

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTNOOM moved
an amendment—

That in paragraph (a) the words
“and seconded by a notice’” be struck
out.

It mught be very difficull to get a seconder
to a nonination. .\ person eoming from
Melhourne might wire to a friend in Kal-
goorlie asking that his name wmizht be
put up at a ¢lnb. The man at Kalgoorlie
was the only person who knew his Mel-
bourne friend; in such case it would be
impossible to get a seconder.

The Colonial Secretary: Should not at
least two members know an honorary
member?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Bat
they did not. A member of a clnb might
meef a friend from Melbourne in the
street and put him up at the club. There
might not be a second menber of that
club who knew the Melbourne roan.

Amendment passed.

On motions by Hon. Sir E. 1L
WITTENOOM eclause further amended
by striking owl in paragraph (a) the
words “two members” and inserting “u
member” in lieu; also by striliing oul in
the same paragrapdt “and seconder”; alsa
in paragraph (b)Y by striling ont “such”
in liwe 1; alse in the same paragraph ly
striking out ‘'is dated by the proposer us
of the date when signed by him and” and
inserting “thereof” in lieu.

Hoen. Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: Para-
graph (¢) would act very harshly on elubs
on the sea-coast aund in the country, 1t
provided that at least 1} hours must elapse
between the time of the posting of an
honorary member and the time when the
person could oecupy the club. At Arst
he thowght of movine an amendment to
alter the time to ome hour. but he could
see that such an amendment mighr lead to
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abuse, Iherefore he left it to the good
sense of the Comnirtee to deal with the
paragraph,

Hon., V., HAMERSLEY: There was a
stromg objection to paragraph (e) in iis
present form. and menrbers must recog-
nise that it would work a hardship. In
many cases 10 howrs’ notice conld not be
given.

The Colonial Secretary: People eould
be brought in off the street and made
honorary members in five minutes,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: If the pars-
eraph was lefl as printed distingnished
vigitors from aother places could not be
entertained at & elub. Tf the paragraph
was left in its present form members of
elubs might break the law,

Hon. F. CONNOR moved a fuarther
amendment—

That in  paragraph (¢) the word
“tew’ he struck out and “four” inserted
in liew.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
provision fior 10 hours was a good one.
The greaiest objection to clubs now was
the practice of putting up bogus henor-
ary members ar bringing in men off the
street and making them honorary mem-
hers.  That was uot the punpose for
which clubs were formed. There was no
law at present on the matter, it was gov-
erned by the regulations of the varions
elobs, and 10 howrs’ notiee eould not be
objected 1o in the case of a homa fide
honorary member. Tf a man visited a
town for half a day it was not a ease for
making him an hnnerary member.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittennom: Ts the ob-
jection that there will he loo much access
to dvink?

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: No;
clubs were not formed for drinking por-
poses, and it was not intended that ail and
sundry shendd bhe taken in until they
contribuied towards the elubs and the up-
keep of the buildings.  Certainly the
practice had been in the past for some
eluhs to bring in men from the street,
but most clubs provided against this by
their rules.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOQOM : If the
objection was that men would be hrought
in off the street to have Arvink the objection
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would not lie, becaunse tlose people conld
be brought m and kept all day in fhe
strangers’ roown, and they would not need
to be made honorary members. The elass
of person it was desived to make
henorarv  members were not  those
who would go into the strangers’ room,
but they were respectable persons passing
through by boaf, for instance, bo whom it
was desired to extend the hospitality of
the clnb. Perhaps the person proposing
such a visitor might have received the
same hospitality from that visitor in some
other part of the world. Certaiunly, the
notice shonld not be too short, but fixing
it at 10 hours would be prohibitive in
most cases, except, perhaps, in Perth,
where members of the club eould get no-
tice by wire of the arrival of friends in
the State. One club did not allow a resi-
dent of the State to be made an honorary
member. The Colonial Secretary wonld
not like to go to Geraldton aund find it
impossible to be made an honorary mem-
ber of the Geraldton club, where he might
wish to meet his friends.

Hon. D. G. GAWIL:ER: No person
conld be made an honorary member wn-
less he lived more than 15 miles from the
club. and no one who had been an hon-
orary member within three months could
he agnin made an honorary member.
That disposed of the argument that men
from the street could be brought into
clubs and wmade honorary members.
Some notice should be required, but 10
hours was too long.

The Colonial Seeretary: Make it six
hours.

Hon, D. G. GAWLER: There should
be a certain time for inquiry. Four
hours was sufficient.

Hon. R. LATURIE: It was a well-
kirown fact that in all clubs before an
honorary member was put up the member
proposing him needed to get the proposal
initialled by at least two members of the
committee, and in most well-regulated
elubs in the Stale a man could not be
again proposed as an honorary member
within six months. Sufficient time was
needed to allow members of the club to
see the proposal posted up. but four
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hours would be quite sufficient. It must
be borne in mind that the person propos-
ing an honorary member muost take the
responsibility of the nomination, and no
one would put up a name when it would
bring odinm upon him, Besides, the per-
gon would be liable under this Bill for
making a false statement. The persons
to be thought of were not those living
near the elub but those who lived at a
distance.  Licensing benches wonld see
that the rules governing clubs were of
such a character that Tom, Dick, or
Harry could not be made an honorary
member at five minutes’ notice.

Amendwent (to sirike ont “ten”) put
and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Why
did the (‘olonial Secretary require a long
notice?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was not necessary to have 10 hours, but
there should bhe a fair notice to make
eertain that the practice of bona fide clubs
should beeome the law. Four howrs was
too short. 8ix hours would be a reason-
able time to let members of the club
know who was put up as an honorary
meraber.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The para-
graph was unnecessary. Pavagraph (d)
dealt with the question sufficiently. Mem-
bers of clubs themselves would know besi
what they required in vegard to the
length of notice.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Four
hours’ notice seemed altogether too short,
and to his way of thinking six would be
preferable.

Hon. ¥. CONNOR: Clubs would pro-
lect themselves, and mosi of them would
carry out their own regulations, which
might provide for six howrs.  Siill, it
wguld be dangerons to make six hours the
minimgm,

Amendment (that “four” be inserted)
Pt and a division taken with the follow-
ing resalt:—

Ayes - .. .o 14
Noes .. . .. 4

Majority for .. .. 10

[COUNCIL.]

AYES,
"Hon. M L. Moss
i Hon. W. Patrick

Hon. T, F, O, Drimage
Hon. F. Connor

Hon, J. F. Cuilen 'Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. D. &. Gawler Hon. T. H, Wilding
Hen, V. Mamersley , Hon, 8ir E, H. Wittenoom
Hon. R. Laurle 'Hpn. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. W. Marwick (Teller)
Hon. ©. MeKenzle |

NOES,
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hop. B, C. ’Brlen
Hon. J. D. Connolly  Teller)
Hon, J, W. Hackett

Amendment thas passed.
Hon. B, C. O'BRIEN moved a further
amendment—

That after “penalty” in line 5 of
Subclause 2, ‘“ten pounds’ be siruck
out and “fifty pounds” inserted in lien.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

amendment would render the penalty out
of Jrarmony with others provided in other
parts of the Bill. A penalty of £10

would be sufficient to safeguard the
clanse.
Hon. B. ¢, O'BRIEN: it was to be

hoped the Committee would show some
degree of consistency in their attitude.
Ouly last night we had inflicted severe
penalties for very small offences in
auother part of the Bill. He thonght
that breaehes of this clause should be re-
garded as serious and shoud carry a pro-
portionate penalty.

Hou. R, LAURIE: Under the eclause
we were dealing with the guestion of
honorvary membership of a club, while in
the other case referred to by the hon.
member it had been a guesfion of lieen-
sees of hotels sapplying drink to intoxi-
cated persons. and encouraging intoxi-
cated persons to remain on the licensed
premises. Surely in the case under re-
view a £10 penalty would be quite sull-
cient.

Hon. B, C. O'BRIEN: It was a pity—

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Oh, let us get on.

Hon. B, (. (YBRIEXN: In the eircum-
stances he would claim bhe privileges ex-
tended to other members, and would re-
fuse to be pressed or forced by anybody.
Offences under the clanse should be re-
garded as serions. Unfortunately Mr.
Laurte had again referred to the offence
of licensees allowing intoxicafed persons
to remain on licensed premises.  T.ast
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night Mr. Moss had declared that hotel-
keepers did not eject drunken people nn-
til their money was all gone. It was a
eruel remark for any hon. member to
make, and constituted a libel on a large
body of respectable men, numbering some
700. He had allowed it to pass last
night in the hope that it wonld be for-
gotten, but now Mr. Laorie had again
referred to it. In his (Mr. O'Brien’s)
opioion Mr. Moss onght to withdvaw it
at least,

Hon, M. T.. MOS8S: When making the
remark referred to he had intended no
reflection on the whole of the 700 respeet-
able hotelkeepers alluded to by the hon.
member.

The CHATRMAN: Nothing beyond a
personal explanation could be accepted.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The explanatiin
was that there were nnmbers of these
hotelkeepers who treated intoxicated per-
sons exactly as he had declared; but be
did pot include in his remarks the whole
of the people earrying on the business of
Yicensed vietnallers in the State, because
there were amony them some highly
respectable men. )

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previonsly amended, put and
passed.

Clanse 43—agreed fto.

Clause 144—Strangers:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOOM moved
an amendment—

That after ‘visitors” in line 8 the
following provises be added:—Pro-
vided also that it shall be lawful for a
member, on giving siz hours notice 'o
the secretary in writing, and subject to
the approval of the commitice in
writing, {o invile guests whose names
shall be stated in the motice and neot
exceeding three in number, to the use
of the club premises belween the hours
of 7 pom. and 12 midnight. Providad
also fhat, on the application of the
seeretary of any club, the chairman or
any two members of the Idcensing
Court may, by an order in writing,
suspend the operation of this section
in regard lo such club, on any special
occasion during ceriain hours to be
specified in such order.
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These provisos needed no explanation,
their purpose being clear on the face of
them,

Amendment passed.

Hon, Sir BE. H. WITTENOOM moved
a further amendment—
That the following words be added
to Subeleuse 2:—"0r a workmen em-
ploged on the cluly premises.”
As the clanse read il might be taken that
a workmau employed on the premises
was a stranger, ad. consequently, bad
no right to be on the premises at all. The
amendment would rectify that.

Amendment passed: the
amended agreed to.

Clanse 145—agreed to.

t'lause 146—Notiee of application for
repistration :

Hou. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an ameadment—
That paragraph (b) of Subclause 2
be siruek out and the following in-
serted in liew:—¥ .1 lst of members
sefting forth the names and addresses
of all members of the club for he
iime being, vervified by statulory de-
claration of the secretary.”
1t was proposed that instead of putting
in all the particulars as to members’ pay-
ments, arrears, or over-payments, ‘hat
the secretary shonld just set forth o list
of names in the form of a statutory de-
claration, ('lause 162 provided that the
register should be open at any time to
the inspection of an ingpector or auy
police oflicer antharized in writing by the
chairman or any member of the licensing
eourt. and that was anlficient protection
azainst  the stainfory  declaration  heing
inacenrate,

Amendment passed.

Hon, Siv K. H. WITTEXO0OM moved
a Further amendment—

That the following wew subclause be
added lo stand es  Subclause 3:—
“Provided that if the application re-
lates In a club for which a certificate
granted under e Wines, Beger, and
Spirit Sale .e1. 1880, Amendment Aet,
1393, is in foree, it shall not he neces-
sary to comply with the provisions of
parvagraph (b)) of Subsection one”

The idea of the amendment was that it

clanse as
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was most unnecessary to put well con-
duneted elabs, whieh had been approved by
the licensing beneh, to all the trouble and
bother of complying with the various
forms.

Amendment passed
amended agreed to.

(lanse 147—Notiee of application for
renewal :

Hon. D. . GAWLER moved an amend-
ment—
That the word “ten,” in line 2 he
strick out. and “fourteen™ inserted in
tira.
The Bill contained an obvious errer. If
the secretary of a club desired a renewal
he was obliged to give 10 days’ naotice, but
in Clause 149 the clerk of the licensing
courl was reqived 14 davs before the ap-
plitation wa= heard to post within and
without the courl a copy of the applica-
tion, It was obvions that the clerk eould
not post au application 14 days hefore the
hearing if it was only lodged 10 days he-
fore,

Amendment passed.

Hon. Sir F. H. WITTENOOM moved
a turther amendment—

That paragraph () of Subelause (2)
he struck out. and the Ffollowing in-
serted in lew:—*A1 list of members,
<eliing forth the names and addresses
of all members of the club for the ime
heing. verified by statuiory declaration
of the secretary’”

the ¢lause as

Amendment passed ; the
amended agreed to.

Clause 148—agreed to.

Clause 149—Lists to be published:

On motion by Hon, D, G. GAWLER the
clause was amended by siriking ont the
word “fourteen” in line 6. and inserting
“ten’™ in lieu.

MHon. D. G. GAWLER moved a fur-
ther amendment—

that the following be added to stand

as paragraph () :—When the inspec-
for has refused a certificate under
Clause 148, Subsection 1, forward a
copy of the inspector’s report and
statement wnder such subsection to the
secretary of the club at least five clear
days before the day appointed for the
hearing of sueh application.”

clanze as

[COUNCIL.]

By Clause 149, when an application was
made the inspeetor had to make a report
thereon. and il he found that the provis-
tons of the Aet had not bheen eomplied
with he was to withhold the certificate and
report thie refusal and the grounds thereof
to the clerk of the licensing conrt. The
object of the amendment was to have a
copy of the veport furnished fo the seere-
tary of Lhe elub so that he might be ad-
vized of the objection.

The ('OLONEAL SECRETARY: The
(owmtttee should not agree to the amend-
ment in its present form. The inspector’s
report was made {o the hench, and whilst
it would not be objectionable to insert a
proviso that the secretary might obtain
a copy of the veport from the benel, it
was inadvisable to make it the duty of the
inspeector to furnish a rveport to the elub
concerned.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: The inspee-
tor’s report was in the nature of an objee-
tion. and, as in Clause 153. notice of ob-
jeetion had Lo be given to the applicant,
it was only fair that the seeretary of a
¢lub should receive notice of the inspee-
tor's objection; at least he should have an
opportunity of obtaining a copy of the
report 1f he wished to get it.

The Coloninl Secretary: If the clause
was passed as printed it could be recom-
mitted.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clause as previeusly amended agreed
to.

Clauses 150 to 133 —agreed te.

Clause 154+—Hearing of application:

Hon. D. G GAWLER moved an
amendment—

That Subclause [ bhe struck out, and
the following mserted in liew:-—"“TWhen
any such applicalion is refused the
Chairman of the Court shall pronounce
the decision in open Court and shall
then and there make « statemen! of the
grounds of the vefusal and shall couse
such statement 1o be entered on the
records of the Court.”

Under the Bill many objections conld be
taken to an application, While he did

not want to see fthe eourt go into
a long detailed judgment, it was
onlv fair that the applicant should

know the grounds an whirk the apjlica-
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tiou was refused. That was the effect of
the amendment. It wounld only mean that
the bench would have to say that the ap-
plication was refused. for such and such
grounds.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: The (ommittee
should not accept the amendment because
it was eontrary to the highest judieial
practice to ive veasons. A wise judge
did not give reasons unless some good ob-
jeet was to be served. In this case the
licensing court could give reasons if it
liked. It would be wrong for the legis-
lature to place on any judicial beneh the
obligation to give reasons.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
should be no objection to the bench giving
grounds for vefusing a certificate. Tt was
not on all fours with what My. Cuollen
suggested.

Amendment put and passed: the c¢launse
as amended agreed to.

Clanse 155, 156-—agreed to.

Clause 1537—Fees:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment——

That paragraphs {a), (#), and (¢}
be struck out, and the following inserted
in lew:—"“The gross amount paid or
payable for liquor purchased for the
elub, including any duties thereon.”

The paragraphs would eniail a vast am-
ount of uunecessary labour on the part
of ihe seeretaries of the various elubs.
There could be no objeet in having that
information rendered becanse there was a
provision in the Bill that secretaries had
to make a statutory declaration. TEvery-
thing they sent in had to be supported by
such a declaration, and then if there was
the slightest doubt on the part of the
beneh fhat the statement was not true,
the inspector could go in and ask for
every detail in the way of books, invoices.
ete.

Amendment put and passed: the
alause as amended agreed to.

Clanse 158—agreed to.

Clause 159—Supplving or keeping

liquor in unregistered elub:
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTNOOM moved an
amendment—
That the following new subclause be
added to stand as Subclauge 3:—°(3.}
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But nething in this dct shall render it
unlawful or make il an offence for the
Committee of the Western Australian
Turf Club or any other racing club reg-
istered by such Turf Club to supply
liguor gruluitously te any member or
guest of the club on the clul’s premises,
or lo keep liguor on surk premises for
that purpose.”’
1t was probably krown that a rading elub
did net come within the meaning of elubs
as provided in the Bill. Racing eclubs
did not sell liguor for profit. Whatever
liquoyr they liad was either wiven away or
kept for easval refreshment, but was not
kept for sale. Tt would be of no nse reg-
istering a turf elub as a clib under the
Bill because if that were done they eould
not keep up the eonditions imposed by
the BAll

Hon. R. LAURIE: The amendment
moved by the hon. member should be made
applicable 1o every club.  There were
numerous other elubs outside the West
Australlan Turf Club. There were golf
and ericket and rowing elubs where liqnor
was kept nor for sale bul to give away ‘o
menibers or members’ faiends. [t would
be invidious to permit turf clubs only fo
participate in this amendment. Every-
one knew that there was vnlv one rurf
clab.

Hon. Sir ¥. H. Wittencon: Tt =ays all
turf alnbs.

Hon, R. LAURTE: There was a dis-
tinetion hefween [urf eclubs and racing
clubs. ’

“Houn. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: 1 did not
know that.

Hon. L. LAURIE: In uvrder to make
the proposal apply to every club he sug-
wested that the amendment shonld read as
follows:—

But nothing in this .lct shall render
it unlawful or make it an offence for
the committee of any club, or any per-
son on behalf of any such club, to sup-
ply liquor gratuitously to any member
or guest of the club on the club’s pre-
mises for comsumption there,

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Tt would be
hetter if the eonsideration of the clause
were postponed and in the meantime an
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amendment to eover all clubs conld be
prepared.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
matier had been gone into by him very
cavefully. and he had experienced a great
diffieulty in framing the amendmeni. He
had consulted experienced people and
they had pointed out the difficulty that
existed in  extending the provision to
racing clubs,

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The easiesl way
vat of the difftenlty was to strike ont
the clause. Why should a person who
was a member of a golf or ericket club
he precinded from keeping whisky in his
awn locker?  What the dvaftsman was
airaing at was to prevent the sale of
the liquor. and if a ¢lub was mirecistered
he (Mr. Moss) was prepared to go that
far. Tt was a reasonable provision in
that ease. but te say that o member of a
elub was nol allowed to keep in his own
locker a flask of whiskv, and could not
ask a friend to partake of the liguor with
him was going too far.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: To en-
alle another amendment to be moved he
wonld ask leave to withdraw the amend-
ment.

Amendmeni by leave withdrawn.

Hon. M. . MOS8 moved a further
amendmenf—

That m lne | the words “Supplied

o’ he struck out,

The COLONIAL SE(RETARY: In
the past theve had bheen a wood deal of
evasion of the law and this provision was
copied from the New South Wales Aect.
The provision was necessary to prevent
hogus elubs beiny earvied on. He was
prepared to have an amendment drafted
to meet the eases mentioned by Mr. Jen-
kins. The Committee might pass the
clause and. it uecessary. he would re-
conynit it.

Hon. R. LAURIE: There were occa-
stons when gentlemen trom the other
States, distingnished visitors, came to
Perth and were entertained by the West
Australian Tarf Club, liquor was kept on
the ¢lub premises and supplied to such
visitors, These visitors were also taken
to the race-covrse and theve hospitality
was dispensed. The liquor was not kept

LCOUNCIL.]

for sale but was supplied to wisitors
wratnitously. Under the clause that eould
not he done. The same argument might
apply to golf, bowling or yacht clubs;
these c¢lubs had evenings at times and

supplied liguor gratuitously +o  their
friends.
Hon. M. . Moss: The next thing

would be that a person would not be al-
lowed to give hquor to anybody in his
own house.

Hon. R, LAURIF: The Colonial Sec-
retary should make some provision to
meel the cases which had been mentioned.

Hon. A, Q. JENKINS: The amend-
ment moved by My, Moss would not meet
the case: members of a club might be
proseented for selling lignor without a
lieense.

Hon. M, 1., MOSS: The clavse would
prevent the member of a club keeping in
his locker a flask of whisky, and asking
a friend to participate with him when
having refreshmenl. Take the case of
three members in a club honse, one mem-
her brought vut a flask of whisky and in-
vited 1he seecond person to partieipate; the
third person stood hy and saw the other
two drinking. and unless he informed he
would be zuilty of an offence and liable
to be penalisel. He (Mr. Moss) was
willing to support lepislation to control
fhiz traffic hud would not go too far.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
mosl severe eonstruetion had been placed
on the elanse by Mr. Moss. If the words
were struck oul it wonld leave the provi-
sion open to selling lguor without =&
license, In the past liquor had been
supplied witheut a license at these places;
he +was prepared to bring in an amend-
ment to eet the eases spoken of but it
was necessary o have this provision in
the Bill

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Tt was well that
the Minister had (he views of members be-
fore him now he proposed that the clanse
shoald be reeast. It was inexplicable
how another place should pass a provi-
sion of this pature.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: It would be
well to recast the clause. If the words
“supplied o01” were struck out there
would he diffienlfv in proving a sale.
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:+ Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The clause had
hetter be postponed.

. The Colonial Seeretary: I have already
promised to recommit it.

Don. J. F. CULLEN: Passing Lhe
clanse commitied us to it. It would be
better {0 postpone it. Did the Minister
“really object to such elubs keeping liquor
for any purpose?

The Colonial Secrvetary: Not for any
purpose.

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEX: If we recogunised
the principle that the clubs would be
committing no wrong in keeping liguor
to treat their friend= or themselves, it
would be wrong to pass the clause as it
stood. It wounld be better to postpone it
and recast it.

The Colonial Secretary: I will post
pone it.

Hou. M. M. MOSS: I will withdraw the
amendment on that condition.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

On wolien by the COLONIAL
SECRETARY, further eonsideration of
the clause postponed.

Clauses 160 to 186—agreed to.

Clause 187—As to penalties and their
remissions :

Hon, M. 1.. MOSS: Where a place was
held under lease, or under mortgage, the
license should he in the possession of the
owner or mortgagee, The clanse dealing
with that matter was postponed, but if
his suggested alteration was carmed out
this c¢lause also would need to be altered.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
clause could be recommitted if the altera-
tion suggested by the hon. member to the
other clause was agreed to.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanses 188 to 195--agreed to.

(Claunse 196—Ticense may be surrend-
ered:

Hon. M. L. MOSS: By this clause the
licensee could go behind the back of the
owner or mortgagee, and the license be
carcelled without those interested know-
ing anything about it.

The Colonial Seeretary: Strke it out.

Hon. (. SOMMERS: This was a
dangerous elause, and it was pleasing the
leader of the House had consented to its
heing struek out.

ha
3
&

Clause put and negatived.
Clauses 197 to 199—agreed to.

New oclanse—Anstralian wine and beer
license:
The
moved—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 32:—(1.) An Australiun
wine and beer license shall euthorise
the sale of wine or beer made in any
State or beer made in o State of the
Commonwealth to be named in the k-
cense, in any quantity on the premises
named in the license, such wine to be
made from fruit grown in the Com-
monwealth. (2) .ln Australian wine and
beer license shall not authorise the sale
of wine or beer made in any State other
than the State named in the lcense,
and a separate license shall be required
to authorise the sule of wine and beer
made in each State. (3.) One or more
licenses nuder this section may be held
by the same person in respect of the
same licensed premises.

COLONIAL SECRETARY

Tt was really eonsequential on the amend-
ment to restore Llie wine and beer license.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Would it mean
that separate licenses wonld be needed to
sell the liquors of each State?

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon. M., L. MOSS: There was a dis-
tinet contradiction to the decision arrived
al in regard to Australtan wine licenses.
It was necessary to bring this clanse into
bharmony witli the Anstralian wine license,
so that it would not be necessary to have
separale licenses tor each State. Cer-
tainly  Subelause 2 econiradieied Sub-
clause 1. FHe moved an amendment—

That in line 2 of the proposed new
clause the words “or beer made in any

State’ be struck out.

Amendment passed.

On mation hy Hon. M. L. MOSS the
proposed new clause was further amended
by striking out the words “be named in
the license” in line 4.

Hon. M. L. MOSS moved a farther
amenment-—

That Subelduses £ and 3 of the pro-
posed wew claguse he struck out.
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Hen. E. M. CLAREKE: It would be
necessaiy to retain Snbelause 3, because
a man might have more than one license,

Hon. J. P. (ullen: Noj; it is all in-
cluded in one license.

Hon. B. (. Q'BRIEN: A person
nmight have one license to sell wine and
another to sell beer.

The Colonial Seeretary: Under the Bill
one license covers the lof.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEX: If that was so,
had the fees been altered?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
one fee now covered the lot. It should
he explained -that the proposed new
clause had been drafted before another
amendment was made in the Bill. The
law as it stood provided for a wine
license under which the wine of any one
State eould be sold. That was now
altered, and a colonial wine license would
allow the holder to sell any wine made
in the Cowmonwealth, ne matter in
which State,

Amendment put and passed; the new
clause as amended agreed to.

New clause—Employment of barmaids:

Hon. F. CONNOR moved—

That the following be added as a new
clause: “After the 31st March, 1911, no
holider of a publicaw's general license,
an hotel, or wayside house, .lustralign
wine and beer license, and _lustralign
wine license shall allow any female
other than his wife to sell, supply,
or serve any liguor at or about any bar-
room, unless such female at the time of
such sale, supply, or serviny is regis-
tered as a barmaid as provided in this
.let in the register of barmaids for the
disfrict in which such bar-room s situ-
ated, and any licensee acting in contra-
vention of this section shall be liable for
a first offence lo a penalty of not less
than two pounds end nol more than ten
pounds, and for any subsequent off ence
to & penaliy of nol less than five pounds
and nol more than tlwenty pounds.

This with the other propoesd new clauses
standing in his name on the Notice Paper
represented an innovation, but one that
was not without precedent, for they were
taken from the South Ausiralian Act. On
the second reading be lad said it was

"{COUNCIL.]

a pity to see some of the tinest, most in-
tellectnal and besl set u)» women in the

country attending behind bars. There
were other lines of industry in  which

these girls and women wenld be more use-
ful to the country. Some, if not all of
them, were deserving of a better fate than
that which wusually overtvok those girls
and women who spent the best years of
their lives behind public house bars. To
his thinking this was not a fitting occupa-
ton for the mothers of the men who were
to rule this country in the future. [f the
Committee decided to accept the projosed
clanses they would be moving in the right
direction and at the same time doing no
harm to anvbody, for those who were at
present earning their living by serving
behind bars would be able to continue
their occupation, would, in fact, have a
form of monopoly in the future. The
clauses did not interfere with vested in-
terests. They were already in existence
in South Australia, where it was recog-
nised they econstituted wise legislation.
We were advaneing in civilisation, and
without unduly straining the guestion he
thought it would be a humane action to ve-
move the temptations to entering this
occupation. No member of the Commit-
tee wonld care to see his sister, or dangh-
ter, or any relative of his in the position
of having to earn her living by serving
behind a public house bar. There weve
exceptions, of eourse, but if the girls and
women in these positions were not pre-
pared to induce the youth of the State,
an¢l some times {he old men, to spend their
money at the bar they lost their sitwations.
It was a fact that young fellows went to
these bars to spend their money, and that
the girls, unless they would listen to the
tales told them by these men, lost their
situations. The effect of the proposed
clauses would be that after the 3lst
Mareh., 1911, no woman, except perhaps
the wife of the publican, could he em-
ploved as a barmaid unless she was in
snch occupation at the time of the pass-
ing of the Act. In agreeing to the pro-
]osed elauses we would be moving in the
right direction, becanse these bars were no
place for respectable women who could
not vefuse ta listen to the gags of half-
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drunken men. Many men went theve, not
so mueh to drink as to talk to the girls
behind the bar, and these girls on their
part had to induce young fellows to an
andue indulgence in drink. We had an
opportunity of dealing with this question
which we wonld not have again. It had
been suggested tliat he shonld extend the
time to, say, five years, but he held that
the best time was the present. There was
no good in dilly dallying with the ques-
tion; it should be dealt with at once.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: 1t would now be
possible to get a clean vote of the Com-
mittee on the general principle aimed at
by Mr. Connor. The clanse now meant
that no holders of a publican’s general
license, hotel license, wayside house license,
Anstralian wine and beer license, or Aus-
tralian wine liceuse, should employ any
female other than his wife in the sale of
liquor.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Whilst agreeing personally with a great
deal of what the mover bad said, he asked
the Committee to vote against the pro-
posed new elause, It was not in the best
interests of girls or women to be engaged
in the rvetail sale of liquor, but of late
years the tendency had been to widen the
avenues of employment for females, and
the clause proposed to take a contrary
eourse by legislating to prevent them en-
lering a partieular avocation.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Beeause it is in their
interests.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
proposal might be in the interests of the
women, and if he eould personally do any-
thing to induece a girl not t¢ go into a har
he would do so, but the prineiple of legis-
lating to prevent women from entering
that avocation was a wrong one. There
were other forms of employment such as
factories, and partieularly brass found-
ries, which would be just as injurious to
the health, and probably to the morals, of
women.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The speech of the
Minister was a very lame one indeed.
Annexing the Minister’s arguments he
was bound to record bis vote in the op-
posite way. If any member was deserv-
ing of great eredit for introdncing an im-
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poriant amendment to the Bill it was M.
Connor. The retail sale of liquor was
a business in which it was very wndesir-
able that women shonld he employed.
Every man of the world knew what went
on in a large nnmber of hotels within the
hearing of women. They had to listen to
disgusting language of drunken men, and
there was a verv large sobstratem of
frutl in Mr, Counor’s statement that some
publicans  wonld noi loag tolerate a
woman who would not put up with the
conpany of those dvunken individuals
and their degrading conversation. Par-
linment passed factory laws and social
legislation from time to time with the
idea of uplifting the masses, and vwas
ever a hetter opportunity afforded a delib-
erative assembly to make n move in that
direction than was provided by the elause
under consideration?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: 'Dhe best way to
support Mr. Connor was not to talk much
on the clause. 'That bon. member was to
be eongratulared on Iz courage, and he
would be commended hy the vast majorily
of people in the State. partieularly by the
fathers and mothers of many zirls who
were attracted to that sort of business,
and for whom there were plenty of open-
ings in other departments of life. He
hoped that the amendment would be
passed.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The effect of
Mr. Connot’s amendment was (hat all
wonen but the licensee’s wife shonld be
protected agzainst the demoralising influ-
ences of the retail sale of liguor,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Yon cannol go be-
tween a man and his wife,

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The amend-
wment meant that whilst other women
were to be protected men could say what
they liked to the licensee’s wife. To be
cousistent the ladies must be kept out of
bars altogether. . Why allow the wife to
work wheve the daughter was not allowed
to work?

Hon. M. L. Mes<: Move in that divee-
tion.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The amend-
ment was not receiving his support, but
he was just’ pointing out that to be con-
sistent the Commitiee shonld execlude all
females,
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Hon. (", SOMMERS: The amendment
was worthy of support and it was to be
hoped that it would be carried. He felt
that he eould c¢laim the vote of Mr. Jen-
king after what he had said, and also that
of the Colonial Secretary.

Amendiment put and a division called
for.

Hon, A, G. JENKINS: Was it com-
petent for an hon. member to withdraw
his call for a division?

The CHAIRMAXN: It was competent
to do so before the tellers were appointed.

Hon. A. (. JENKINS: Then it was
liis desire to withdraw his call.

The CHAIRM.AN: There would have
to be no objection on the part of any
other member.

Hon. B. €. 0'Brien:
withdrawal of the call.

Leave to withdraw the c¢all put and de-
clared camied.

Hon, B, C. O'Brien: But 1 objected to
the withdrawal.

The CHAIRMAN: Did the hon. mem-
ber desire to make a personal explana-
tion? If the hon. member would remem-
ber when Mr. Jenkins asked for a with-
drawal of the division he (the Chairman)
explained that it was competent for a call
for a division to be withdrawn at any time
before the appointment of tellers. Mr.
Jenkins asked for permission {o withdraw
the e¢all, and he {the Chairman) explained
that the withdrawal would have to be by
leave of the Commitiee. Whenever any
proreeding took place hy leave of the
Committee it meant that the House muost
be unanimouns; if there was no objection
to the withdrawal of the decision. or au
amendment, or anv question wlhen such
withdrawal was put, tliere would have to
be no votees on the side of the “noes.”
When putting the withdrawal to hon.
members he asked those in favour of the
withdrawal to say “aye” and there were
“‘ayes™ called, and when he asked hon.
membhers to eall “no’ there were no voices
raised,

Hon, B. C. O'BRIEN: I said “No”
distinetly, .

New elause put and paszed,

New clanses—Register of barmaids:

I objeet to the

[COUNGIL.]

On motions by Hon. ¥. CONNOR the
following were added to stand as Clauses
164, 165, and 166:—

164. (1.} The clerk of the court for
each licensing district shall compile «
register of barmuids for such district,
(3 The persons entitled to be reyis-
tered in such register are all persons
who are emploged as Dbarmaids “n
licensed premises within the district fir
not less than three months during the
year immediately preceding the pass-
tng of this det, (3) As soom as
practicable after such registration ths
chairman of the licensing courf{ for
each district shall cuuse & certificate of
registration, signed by him, to he issued
to every person so registered. (4.) Any
person who is so registered for any
district shall also he entitled to he re-
gistered for any other district upon
producing to the clerk of the court for
such district the certificate of her
registration in the first mentioned dis-
trict,

165. .Any person who—{a) By fraud
or misrepresentation shows or at-
tempts to oblain registration im any
register of barmaids in which she s
not entitled to be registered; or (b}
forges or falsifies any entry in any
register of barmaids or any certificate
or regisiration as « barmeid; or (¢)
falsely represents herself lo be regis-
tered as a barmaid, or to be any person
who is s¢ registered, shail be liable io
a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

166. Any female not being registered
a3 a barmaid in the vegisier of bar-
maids for a licensing district who sells,
supplies, or serves liquor in any bar-
room within such district, shall be
liable for the first offence to a pemally
not erceeding five pounds, and for any
subsequent ojf ence to e penalty of not
less than five pounds ard not exceeding
twenty pounds,

Progress reported.

BIII—YORK ME(HANICS
TUTE TRANSFER.

Second Reading,
Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan)
in moving the kecond veading said: This

INSTI-
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is a very short measure. [ have already
explained to the House that the Standing
Orders with vegard to puivate Bills have
been complied with, and that a select
committee has sat and reported, the re-
port of which is before the House, The
ohject of the Bill is to vest in the muni-
cipalily of York the land and other assets
of the York mechanics’ institute freed
from the trusts affecting the same, to dis-
charge the tiustees thereof from such
trusts, and te provide for the payment
by the said municipality of all the liabili-
ties of the said insgitute. Many years
age the land was handed over by Mr. J.
H. Monger, the elder, and now it is de-
sired fo vest it in the munieipality
enable the munieipality to build a town
halt on the site. T beg te move—

That the Bill be now read n second

time,

Hon, W. MARWICK
desirable that the York municipality
should take over this land. Only last
week a referendum of the ratepayers was
taken on the matter, and they decided by
five to one in favour of the municipality
taking the land over from the preseat
trustees. I hope there will be no objec-
tion to the measure. [’lans have already
been approved, and it is proposed to ex-
pend between £4,000 and £3,000 in erect-
Inu a town hall. It is necessary to push
thi= Bill through so as to get the title
in ovder befone the building is proceeded
wiith.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a secoud iime.

{(ast)y: Tt is

House adjourned at 9.56 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the (hair at 4.30
pa., and read prayers.

PAPERE PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Lands: Report
on the operations of the Agriculiural
Bank for the year ended 30th June, 1910.

By the Premier: Regulations of the
Fremantle Harbouwr Trust~—Amendment
to No. 118,

By the Minister for Works: Plans of
railway vouies; I, Wongan Hills-Mnul-
lewa: 2, Naraling-Yuna; 3, Wickepin-
dlerredin: 4, NWorthampton-Ajana; b,
Wagin-Dumbleyung extension; 6, Dwel-
lingup-Hotham; 7, Bridgetown-Wilgar-
rup exten=ion; 8, Quairading-Nunajin.

QUESTION—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Premier:
Has any alteration been made in the
amendment of the Friendly Societies
Act as suggested by the seleet coramit-
tee’s report, dated 2nd December, 19099
2, If so, what is the nature of the altera-
tion?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
{a) The present valuation of all friendly
societies is now being conducted by the
Registrar withont charge to the societies.
The fees paid by certain sociefies at the
beginning of the year have either been
refunded or will be refunded on appliea-
tion. The coneession represents a gain to



